

ADOPTED 5/27/08


Introduced by Council Member Redman: 

RESOLUTION 2008-479-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE BROTHERHOOD RIDE 2008 TO BENEFIT “THE CHARLESTON 9” AND THANKING THE LOCAL ELK’S LODGE #221 FOR HOSTING THE RIDERS ON THEIR JOURNEY; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in June, 2007, nine Charleston, South Carolina firefighters were tragically killed when the roof of a burning furniture store collapsed on them while they were inside searching for victims, the deadliest single disaster involving loss of the lives of firefighters in America since the tragedy of September 11, 2001; and


WHEREAS, in memory of “The Charleston 9”, firefighters, law enforcement officers and emergency medical personnel from North Naples, Florida and elsewhere are participating in the first Brotherhood Ride to commemorate the ultimate sacrifice of their fellow firefighters and to raise financial support for their families; and


WHEREAS, the Brotherhood Ride 2008 is a 600 mile bicycle journey proceeding from North Naples, Florida to Charleston, South Carolina over the course of nine days (in honor of the nine fallen heroes) to raise funds through sponsorships and donations for the wives and children of the late firefighters; and 


WHEREAS, the City wishes to honor and commend the 21 riders of Brotherhood Ride 2008 and their support staff for their generosity and dedication to the memory of their fallen comrades, and wishes them the very best of success as their journey brings them to Jacksonville on the way to their ultimate destination in Charleston; and


WHEREAS, the City also wishes to commend and thank Jacksonville’s Elk’s Lodge #221 for their hospitality and generosity in housing the visiting riders so that the maximum amount of funds raised can be dedicated to the purpose for which they were raised – the support of the families of the fallen firefighters; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends the participants in Brotherhood Ride 2008 for their generosity and their dedication to the cause of supporting the families of  “The Charleston 9” who gave their lives in the line of duty in the tragic Charleston fire of 2007, and wishes them the very best of success in their inspiring ride.

Section 2.  That the City also commends and thanks Jacksonville Elk’s Lodge #221 for their hospitality and generosity in hosting the riders during their overnight stay in Jacksonville.

Section 3.

Requesting Emergency Passage Pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 – Emergency. The sponsor is requesting emergency passage of this legislation.  The nature of the emergency is that the Brotherhood Ride 2008 will arrive in Jacksonville on Wednesday, May 28th from Palatka and will be depart on May 29th for Brunswick, Georgia, leaving the Council meeting of May 27th as the only opportunity to adopt the resolution in time to present it to the riders on their visit to the city.
Section 4. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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